
 

Servo Chatter 
Palmerston North Aeroneers Inc 

No 197—November—2018—page 1  

What’s  

following: 
1. Focus—Pitts Special 

2. President 

3. Club Captain 

4. Editor—Focus 

5. 2m glider results 

6. Tomboy / Radian 

7. Buddy Box 

8. Run Forrest Run 

9. AED 

10. Peter’s model room 

Ivan’s foamy repair 

11. We didn’t have that 

green thing in my 

day 

12. Test flying Hughes 

300 

13.  Calendar 

14. Events 

15. Events 

16. Your Club 

Focus On: 

Ivan’s Pitts Special 
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We have had a couple of great weekends in October 
including Labour Day for flying, pity the month was 
spoil by a rained out day last Sunday. 
 
I have received feedback from the Ashhurst Club  
regarding their support for indoor flying next year, 
unfortunately there was very little support from their 
members so they will not be offering the same      
financial backing as they have done for the past 3 
years. Without their support we need to find a    
sponsor or have a commitment from our members 
that they will support indoor flying. Indoor flying will 
be on the agenda at the next committee meeting. 

 
 

The Club has the  
following  

events planned: 
 
 
 

22 November - Club Night – BYO BBQ Flying 
Field  
14 December - Awards and Christmas Function – 
Verdict Café  
22 Feb 2019 - Club Night 2019 – AGM 
24 Mar 2019 - Open Day 2019  
 
Please note that February Club Night is the Club’s 
AGM, not a BBQ at the field. I apologise for the    
error in my last report. 
 
October’s Club night was a visit to the PN Hospital, 
Engineering Services Section. Thanks to all the    
members who attended, it was very informative and 
gave us an understanding of some of the challenges 
that the Engineering Section have in keeping the 
lights on and the water hot. 
 
The Committee have agreed not to renew our       
Insurance Policy for the coming year. There were a 
couple of conditions, these being: that we set aside 
funds in a separate account for self-insuring, that we 
review the situation should the Clubs location or    
situation changes. Financial members and the Club 
are insured by the MFNZ for public liability provided 

we are flying within the Rules as set by MFNZ and 
the Club. 
 
The Committee still needs a Treasurer, please let me 
know if you would like to take on the position.  
 
Some common sense things that we all need  
reminding about: 
 
 Leave the gates as you find them 
 Turn over the signs on the middle and field 

gates 
 Give a hand to take down and put up the    

electric fence 
 If you hear an audible beep from the AED, or 

see the Rescue Ready indicator is Red, tell a 
Committee member, it needs immediate      
attention 

 If you are last to leave, please check the Club 
house, mower and fuel sheds are locked 

 

Birthday Greetings, on my list the following Club 
members are having birthdays in November, Mervyn 
Matthews, Phillip Pearpoint, Richard Manderson. 
Congratulations to you all, I hope you have a great 
day. 
 
To all members, the weather is improving so let’s get 
out to the field and enjoy ourselves.  
 
Regards 
Greg Findon President 
PN Aeroneers 

Greg Findon 

President’s Report 
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The long weekend allowed us to fly Sunday and Monday, with Monday being the better day.  Warren was 
able to have three flights, taking off and landing solo – well done Warren. 
 
The field is planted in hay again and in the next two weeks the fence will be taken down and stored.  The 
farmer is hoping to cut the hay sooner than previous years due to the good growth rate. 
 
I have taken some photos of my shed and a new build.  My wife wonders why I am building another plane 
with all the others I have! 
 
The new aircraft is called a “Renaissance”.  This plan was from the RCME magazine and has been a delight 
to build.  It will be powered by an OS 46-LA 2 stroke. 
 
This is the second aircraft I have built from the Lindsay Todd Design Plans and both have been great to 
build. 
 
Happy flying. 
Peter Vining, Club Captain 
October 2018 

Peter Vining 

Club Captain’s Report 

 

Peter’s latest build—a ‘Renaissance’ 
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This fast indoor flyer has attended several PN           
Aeroneers indoor flying evenings and become upclose 
and personal with walls and floor.  The plane is a little 
too fast for the size of the stadium, however, it repairs  

easily.  We know it can fly when the struts are     
detached from the lower wing.  

The plane has a 434mm wingspan is 333 mm 
long and powered by a E-flite BL180, 3000kv 

brushless motor and runs on a 2 cell lypo 
battery. 

Built from carbon fibre reinforced foam 
construction with a steerable tail wheel. It 

weighs just 102 grams including battery. 

Ivan’s Pitts S-1S 

 

From the Editors Desk  

 

Linda Lambess 

Just when we thought the warmer weather had ar-
rived we get another cold spell— we are never in a 
hurry for winter to arrive but the first few days of 
good hot weather we declare summer is here! At 
least we have had the first barbecue. 
 

Ivan has done some flying over the last month—
even had a go at rotary hoeing the lawn with his 
helicopter.  The lawn came off second best with a 
long ridge dug and the chopper was cleaned and 
repaired within a couple of hours.   
 

We attended the last club night at the hospital—
thank you to Greg for organising this interesting 
evening.  We take the hospital for granted knowing 
that they have a generator should the power go out 
and that it will be an earthquake proof building.   I 
think it was the back up systems that fascinated me.  
The numbers went over my head however I        
appreciated the fact that we expect to hospital to be 
working if there is any disaster, but the facility and 
of course, the staff are also affected. If the power is 
out, there is gas back up, if the gas is not available 

then diesel is available. The need for the continuous 
supply—it is not as if surgeons with a patient on the 
operating table can wait for lighting, electrics or 
even cooling.    Visits like this is what belonging to a 
club is about—not necessarily aircraft orientated but 
an opportunity to visit and learn about places where, 
as an individual, you cannot go. 
 

Armistice Day on the 11 November—take a moment 
to remember the incredible brave pilots who, still 
learning to flying had to go into battle. The typical 
life expectancy of a WW1 fighter pilot was only    
several weeks. In the early years a combat pilot’s 
flying time was 40 to 60 hours before being killed.  
A survey of 283 Sopwith Camel pilots who entered 
combat in early 1918 revealed that 46 were killed in 
action, 65 were wounded in action, 89 went missing 
in action, 60 were sent home for further training and 
only 23 remained at the front. Of the missing, statis-
tically at least 30 would have died with the rest be-
ing captured, bringing total deaths out of 283 to 75–
80, or over a quarter.  

Indoor flying needs participants—stadiums 
cost over $100 for a club to hire for the 
couple of hours and without flyers it is not 
a viable   option.  Clubs need a commit-
ment from pilots to justify the expense. 
Levin indoor 1 November see page 14. 



Yet another cool and windy Sunday morning greeted 
eight keen flyers armed with Vistas, Spirits, High 
Hopes and Wayne's new Miles. 
 
Three Vistas pinged off the bungee early and thus 
achieved very low times and even managed to miss 
the circle - Merv, Bruce and Greg.  Five of  eight   
pilots missed the circle during the first round but as 
flyers got used to the wind this rate improved to two 
misses during the second round and only one during 
the third round. 
 
The cool air meant lift was scarce and although 3 
minutes was consistently achievable, 5 minutes 
proved a bridge too far.  Flemming mentioned that 
he had shifted the CG of his own design Glider back 
by 5mm and that now made it was a different Glider. 
Funny, it looked the same to me. 
 
Len declined to fly Aeroneers' Vista, using the      
excuse that it was too windy, but he did most of the 

bungee retrievals using the excuse that he needed 
the exercise.  Dont we all?  Thank you Len. Len 
bought Brian's Vista at the auction in August and we 
are looking forward to having Len join the 2m Glider 
competition very soon. 
 
Again Wayne topped the Billing.  Congratulations 
Wayne. 
 
 
 
 

2M GLIDER COMPETITION 
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Pilot     3 minutes 4 minutes 5 minutes Total YTD 

Wayne Bilham 3:08  50 4:02  50 3:37  50 777 1643 

Bruce McKay 3:07 3:45  50 4:27  50 765 3269 

Mike Randall 3:05  50 3:45  50 3:18  50    748 3075 

Flemming Ravn 3:01  50 3:58  50 2:07  50 694 1691 

Bruce Woodfield 1:24 3:02 4:48  50 604 3650 

Merv Matthews :58 3:24  50  3:10  50  552 2946 

Greg Findon 1:56 2:25 2:45  50  476 2550 

Peter Vining 2:26 1:00  50 2:55   431 3260 

Philip Pearpoint     1655 

Alvah Brickhill     925 

Brad Pearpoint     559 

Bruce Fryer     449 

Next Contest 4 November—Weather Permitting 
 

 October 2018  

from Ladderman 
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Pilot     1 2 3 Total 

Bruce McKay 6:28 / 25 7:02 4:46 / 50 1167 

Peter Vining 4:12 4:20 5:59 921 

Len Ruby 3:23 6:15 4:27 845 

Merv Matthews 3:45 3:10 2:45 / 25 620 

Bruce Woodfield 7:03 / 25   442 

Next contest 18 November 
 

Tomboy Results 
 

October 2018  

from Ladderman 

Pilot     Flight 1 Flight 2 Flight 3 Total YTD 

Flemming Ravn 16 20 20 56 373 

Peter Vining 14 14/5 18/5 56 299 

Bruce Woodfield 20/5 18  43 309 

Greg Findon 18 16  34 252 

Radian Results 
 

October 2018  

from Ladderman 

Next contest 11 November 2018 
 



 

Buddy Box 
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Something big in the 
making, getting ready 

for summer -          
posted Facebook 

1 October. 
More photos please! 

Walrus Glider 
 Flown twice 
 As new 
 Plug and play 
 $125.00 
 

Phone Shorty 
063636795 

 
Vintage Results 

 

 SEPTEMBER 2018  

from Greg 

Club Member 
Maximum 
points 600 

Position 

Tama Randall 567 1 

Bruce Woodfield 550 2 

Bruce McKay 547 3 

Peter Vining 537 4 

Greg Findon 528 5 

Mike Randall 526 6 

Flemming Ravn 476 7 

The things I find in the   

garden—Tony brought his 
heli around to measure rotor 

speeds.  
Hugh hasn’t been back with 

his boat although summer is 

coming and the pool is 
clean.  



Many of you have been to the good ol’ US of A and possibly some have been to a Bubba Gump 
Shrimp Restaurant. This is now an international chain of restaurants based on the Forrest Gump 
movie. 
 
They have a simple practise—when you want service you flip the sign Stop Forrest Stop—when you 
do not require anything it is Run Forrest Run.  SIMPLE. 

Now when you arrive at the flying field can the first person think of Forrest 
Gump and flip the sign to Take Care, we are flying.  Then the last person 
change it back.  SIMPLE. 

Please flip the sign 
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Photos, articles, letters to the editor, 
links to articles or videos, jokes —  

ANYTHING! 
Everyone of you have a story  -  

What project are you working on? 
Is there anything interesting you 
have read online that you should 
share with your fellow modellers? 

Email: editor@aeroneers.com 

mailto:editor@aeroneers.com


AED 
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Peter’s model room 
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Thanks to Peter and Robin for sending through these photos of Peter’s model collection.   

Can count at least 14 fuselages—where are the wings? 

Ivan’s quick foamy  

repair 

 

A couple of jugs of 

boiling water later ... 

Severely compressed 

foam on a  p47 Wildcat he 

was given. 
And the cosmetic repair 

is completed ... 



How the Grey Beards have  

destroyed the planet 
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Checking out at the supermarket, the young cashier 
suggested to the much older man, that he should 
bring his own grocery bags because Plastic bags 
weren't good for the environment. 
 

I apologized and explained, "We didn't have this 
'green thing' back in my earlier days." 
 

The young cashier responded, "That's our problem 
today - your generation did not care enough to save 
our environment for future generations." 
 

She was right -- our generation didn't have the 
'green thing' in its day. 
 

Back then, we returned milk bottles, lemonade     
bottles and beer bottles to the shop. The shop sent 
them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized 
and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over 
and over. So they really were recycled. 
 

But we didn't have the "green thing" back in our 
day. 
 

Grocery shops bagged our groceries in brown paper 
bags, that we reused for numerous things, most 
memorable besides household bags for rubbish, was 
the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our 
schoolbooks. This was to ensure that public property 
(the books provided for our use by the school), was 
not defaced by our scribblings. Then we were able to 
personalize our books on the brown paper bags. 
 

But too bad we didn't do the "green thing" back 
then. 
 

We walked up stairs, because we didn't have a lift in 
every supermarket, shop and office building. We 
walked to the local shop and didn't climb into a 300 
horsepower machine every time we had to go half 
a mile. 
 

But she was right. We didn't have the "green thing" 
in our day. 
 

Back then, we washed the baby's Terry Towel     
nappies because we didn't have the throwaway kind. 
We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy -      
gobbling machine burning up 3 kilowatts wind and 
solar power really did dry our clothes back in our 
early days. Kids had hand-me-down clothes from 
their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new  
clothing. 
 

But that young lady is right; we didn't have the 
"green thing" back in our day. 
 

Back then, we had one radio or TV in the house - 
not a TV in every room and the TV had a small 
screen the size of a big handkerchief (remember 
them?), not a screen the size of Scotland.  
 

In the kitchen. We blended and stirred by hand   
because we didn't have electric machines to do   
everything for us. When we packaged a fragile item 
to send in the mail, we used wadded up old     
newspapers to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic 
bubble wrap. Back then, we didn't fire up an engine 
and burn petrol just to cut the lawn. We pushed the 
mower that ran on human power. We exercised by 
working so we didn't need to go to a health club to 
run on treadmills that operate on electricity. 
 

But she's right; we didn't have the "green thing" 
back then. 
 

We drank from a tap or fountain when we were 
thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle every 
time we had a drink of water. We refilled writing 
pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we 
replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of 
throwing away the whole razor just because the 
blade got dull. 
 

But we didn't have the "green thing" back then. 
 

Back then, people took the bus and kids rode their 
bikes to school or walked instead of turning their 
Mums into a 24-hour taxi service in the family's 
50,000 People Carrier which cost the same as a 
whole house did before the "green thing." We had 
one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of 
sockets to power a dozen appliances and we didn't 
need a computerized gadget to receive a signal 
beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space in 
order to find the nearest pub! 
 

But isn't it sad that the current generation laments 
how wasteful we old folks were just because we  
didn't have the "green thing" back then? 
 

 



Test Flying Hughes 300 
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 The Levin field may be in hay, but the 
taxiways and runway is mown and ideal    
weather to test fly this large Hughes 
300 built by Colin Peard and flown by 
Matt Jones. 
 

This Hughes 300 stands 835mm high, 
weighs approx. 15 kg and is 2190 mm 
long. It is powered by a 29cc Zenoah 
petrol engine. The rotor blades are 
2150 mm.  Colin imported this Vario kit 
from Germany and assembled it for the 
owner.  
 

With a few minor 
adjustments it 
flew well under 
the control of a 
very experienced 
pilot. 



Check our website for update information: 

www.aeroneers.com 

November December 
4 November - 2 metre gliders 

11 November - Tomboy and vintage 

18 November - Radian, cub and scale 

22 November - Club night—BYO BBQ at flying 
field. 

25 November - Combat and assassin 

30 November - Deadline Servo Chatter  

1 December - November Servo Chatter will be 
online 

2 December - 2 metre gliders 

9 December - Tomboy and vintage 

14 December - Christmas function and      
prizegiving 

16 December - Radian, cub and scale 

21 December - Committee meeting 

23 December - Combat and assassin 

30 December - General Flying  

29 December - Deadline Servo Chatter  

3 January - January Servo Chatter will be 
online 

Calendar and Events of 

Interest 
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Club Night—28 November 
bring your own barbecue. 

5.30 onwards at the Flying Field. 
And don’t forget a plane! 

Club Annual Awards  &  
Christmas Function  

 
The Verdict Café,  

The Square between Main & Church Sts,  
Palmerston North,  

 
Friday Evening 14 December.  

Meet and catch-up 6.00 – 6.15pm,  
sit down to dine 6.15 onwards. 



Levin and Kapiti Events 
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Thursday November 1st 



The Vintage Aviator Collections only public flying display this Summer will be 
at Wings Over Wairarapa airshow at Hood Aerodrome, 22-24th February 2019.   

Events of Interest 
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Senior Membership $140 (this subs include the $75 
NZMAA affiliation) 
Family Membership 
$145 
Junior (under 18) $40 
Associate $40 
Associate Flying $65 
Subs are per annum.  
 

Please pay Clive Martis or any committee member 
or online to Westpac Account 03 1522 0020708 00  
Palmerston North Aeroneers.   Don’t forget to        
include your name in the details box.  
 

Please email treasurer@aeroneers.com to advise   
Greg of your payment. 

 

You need to be a paid member to fly at the  
club airfield. 

 

The club needs to pay the Insurance fees to the 
NZMAA prior to  March 31 to ensure all club      
members are covered by the MFNZ public liability 
insurance. 

The views or ideas expressed in this publication are not           
necessarily those of the club executive or committee. Every 
care is taken to ensure accuracy, but the club will not be       
responsible for the content of advertisements or any material 
contained  therein. The editor reserves the right of publication. 

Club hats and shirts are  
available.   

 

Hat - $15 
Your typical fisherman “Gilligan” style. 
 

Shirt - $30  

They are 100% Dri-zone polyester, 
anti-snag and moisture wicking. 
UPF rating 50+. 
 

See a committee member. 

Club address—club no longer has a P.O. Box number 
 

Club Website: www.aeroneers.com                                                             
Club Email: aeroneers@aeroneers.com 

 
Club Flying Site: 

End of Spur Road West, Colyton. 

 
President: 

Greg Findon, 06 356 1571 
president@aeroneers.com 

 

Vice President: 
Bruce Woodfield, 029 357 8039 
vicepresident@aeroneers.com 

 

Treasurer: 
treasurer@aeroneers.com 

 
Secretary  

Bruce Withell, 358 3202 
secretary@aeroneers.com 

 
 

Club Captain: 
Peter Vining, 027 443 2378 

Learn_to_fly@aeroneers.com 
 

Webmaster: 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 

 
Servo Chatter Editor 
and Website Updates 

Linda Lambess, 06 2102910 
021 2106139 

editor@aeroneers.com 
 

Committee: 
Alvah Brickhill, 021 0522875 
Tama Randell, 027 2920363 
Phil Pearpoint, 06 3239093 

Committee Subscriptions 

Club hats 

and shirts 

Your Committee and Other  

Important Information 
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